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1079. Then there came another pause while events in Italy
called for his frequent absence. At last in 1084 he was able
to plan a campaign on a much larger scale, designed finally
to overcome Moslem resistance. He organised it as a crusade
against the unbelievers, to gain the backing of the Church
and to attract reinforcements; it was purely a politic move,
for he continued to show toleration to his Moslem subjects
and to recruit soldiers from among them. The objective
was Syracuse, and the success was complete. Syracuse was
captured in 1085, and though the Moslems continued to hold
out in isolated places, the end was in sight. With the
capture of Noto in 1091 the conquest of Sicily was finally
completed. In the same year Roger's fleet sailed to Malta
and forced its Moslem rulers to recognise his overlordship.
That concluded his conquests from Islam, for he adhered to
the peace he had made with the Moslems of North Africa.
Roger now occupied the position formerly held by Robert
Guiscard. He was the dominant figure among the Normans. Of R0ger I
His alliance was sought by other rulers, and the Papacy looked
to him for the aid it so often needed from the Normans.
His nephew the duke held higher rank, but Roger was the real
master. He possessed strongholds in Calabria, and he alone
could keep the turbulent baronage in order. Over Italy,
then, he exercised a protectorate; in Sicily he ruled a
centralised State, with the title of count yet with more com-
plete control than a feudal monarch could usually wield.
His policy was as skilful in government as it had been in
conquest. He ruled a population still largely Moslem ; they
were subject to taxation, but he did not interfere with their
customs or their religion. The old Moslem divisions of the
island remained, and Moslem titles were retained for some
of the higher offices, though these were held by Normans. On
the other hand, he encouraged Christian settlers from the
mainland to make good the deficiency in the population, and
he reorganised the ecclesiastical sees in Sicily, replacing the
Greek rite by the Latin. The provision of new bishoprics
created a dispute with the Pope, who claimed this as his
function. But Roger's assistance was so necessary to the
Papacy that he was able to have his own way, and he obtained
peculiar concessions from the Pope, who left him in control
of appointments and free from the hampering presence of papal
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